himself, but at the same time he challenged the
right of the university to intervene in matters
that appertained to the Kirk. In a letter to the
General Assembly he warned the ministers of the
need to preserve the liberty of the pulpit, and
advised them carefully to guard against the
encroachment of the universities. The preacher
of God's gospel must have absolute freedom to
speak his mind, and the only authority on earth
with dominion over the ministers was the General
Assembly of the Kirk.
There were other questions which engaged his
attention. He wanted England to surrender
Mary. In his opinion she was a danger, and her
guilt, of which he had no doubt, warranted her
execution. He was also engaged in a dispute
over the constitution and endowment of the
Kirk. The revenues from the benefices of the
Catholic Church were, Knox had always main-
tained, the property of the Kirk and must be
used for the good of the people. But the nobles
disagreed utterly with that view. The Earl of
Morton, soon to become regent, would have liked
to annex the benefices, but he knew that a great
outcry would be raised if the revenues were
diverted to other than religious purposes. Mor-
ton therefore proposed a different plan. ^At an
assembly of ministers, held at Leith, it was sug-
gested at his instigation that archbishoprics should
be re-instituted in Scotland. The motion was